
The Bahá’ís of Florence Inter-Faith Devotional Service 

               

"Communion With God" 
 

Psalm 77:7-12 Magnified be Thy 
Name  

Will the Lord cast off for ever 
and will he be favorable no 
more?   

  
Magnified be Thy name, O Lord 
my God!  Thou art He Whom all 
things worship and Who 
worshipeth no one, Who is the 
Lord of all things and is the 
vassal of none, Who knoweth all 
things and is known of none.  
Thou didst wish to make Thyself 
known unto men; therefore, 
Thou didst, through a word of 
Thy mouth, bring creation into 
being and fashion the universe. 
 There is none other God except 
Thee, the Fashioner, the 
Creator, the Almighty, the Most 
Powerful.  

 
Is his mercy clean gone forever 
doth his promise fail for 
evermore?   
 
Hath God forgotten to be 
gracious? 
Hath he in anger shut up his 
tender mercies?   
 
And I said, This is my 
infirmity: but I will remember the 
years of the right hand of the 
most High.   

   
I implore Thee, by this very word 
that hath shone forth above the 
horizon of Thy will, to enable me 
to drink deep of the living waters 
through which Thou hast vivified 
the hearts of Thy chosen ones 
and quickened the souls of them 
that love Thee, that I may, at all 
times and under all conditions, 
turn my face wholly towards 
Thee.  

I will remember the works of the 
Lord: surely I will remember thy 
wonders of old.   
 
I will meditate also of all thy 
work, and talk of thy doings. 

 



The Old Testament, 
Psalm 23 

  
Thou art the God of power, of 
glory and bounty. No God is 
there beside Thee, the Supreme 
Ruler, the All-Glorious, the 
Omniscient.  

  
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.  He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures:  He 
leadeth me beside the still 
waters.  He restoreth my soul: 
He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name's 
sake.  Yea, though I walk in the 
valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil:  for Thou art with 
me; Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me.  Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies: Thou 
annointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over.  Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 

 
Bahá'u'lláh:  Prayers and Meditations, 

page 6 
   
Intone, O My servant, the verses 
of God that have been received 
by thee, as intoned by them who 
have drawn nigh unto Him, that 
the sweetness of thy melody 
may kindle thine own soul, and 
attract the hearts of all men.  
Whoso reciteth, in the privacy of 
his chamber, the verses 
revealed by God, the scattering 
angels of the Almighty shall 
scatter abroad the fragrance of 
the words uttered by his mouth, 
and shall cause the heart of 
every righteous man to throb. 
Though he may, at first, remain 
unaware of its effect, yet the 
virtue of the grace vouchsafed 
unto him must needs sooner or 
later exercise its influence upon 
his soul.  Thus have the 
mysteries of the Revelation of 
God been decreed by virtue of 
the Will of Him Who is the 
Source of power and wisdom.  

 
The New Testament, 

Mark 11:22-25 
  

And Jesus answering saith unto 
them, Have faith in God.  For 
verily I say unto you, That 
whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea; And 
shall not doubt in his heart, But 
shall believe that those things 
which he saith shall come to 
pass; He shall have whatsoever 
he saith. Therefore I say unto 
you, What things so ever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe 

  
Bahá'u'lláh:  Gleanings from the 
Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, page 295 

 



 Seven Valleys and 
Four Valleys 

that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.  And when ye 
stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
ought against any: That your 
Father also which is in heaven 
May forgive you your 
trespasses. 

  
O My Brother!  A pure heart is as 
a mirror; cleanse it with the 
burnish of love and severance 
from all save God, that the true 
sun may shine within it and the 
eternal morning dawn.  Then wilt 
thou clearly see the meaning of 
"Neither doth My earth nor My 
heaven contain Me, but the heart 
of My faithful servant containeth 
Me."  And thou wilt take up thy 
life in thine hand, and with 
infinite longing cast it before the 
new Beloved One.  

  
 

The Hidden Words 
  
O SON OF LIGHT! Forget all 
save Me and commune with My 
spirit. This is of the essence of 
My command, therefore turn 
unto it.  
  
O SON OF SPIRIT! Ask not of 
Me that which We desire not for 
thee, then be content with what 
We have ordained for thy sake, 
for this is that which profiteth 
thee, if therewith thou dost 
content thyself.  

  
 Bahá'u'lláh, pages 21-22 

  
 Prayers and 
Meditations 

  
I render Thee thanks, O Thou 
Who hast lighted Thy fire within 
my soul, and cast the beams of 
Thy light into my heart, that Thou 
hast taught Thy servants how to 
make mention of Thee, and 
revealed unto them the ways 
whereby they can supplicate 
Thee, through Thy most holy 
and exalted tongue, and Thy 
most august and precious 
speech.  But for Thy leave, who 
is there that could venture to 
express Thy might and Thy 
grandeur; and were it not for 
Thine instruction, who is the man 
that could discover the ways of 

  
O SON OF BEING! Make 
mention of Me on My earth, that 
in My heaven I may remember 
thee, thus shall Mine eyes and 
thine be solaced.  
  

Bahá'u'lláh:  Arabic, Nos. 16, 18, 43 
  
O SON OF GLORY! Be swift in 
the path of holiness, and enter 
the heaven of communion with 
Me.  Cleanse thy heart with the 
burnish of the spirit, and hasten 
to the court of the Most High.  

  
Bahá'u'lláh:  Persian, No. 8 



Thy pleasure in the kingdom of 
Thy creation?  
  

 Bahá'u'lláh, page 283 
 

 Selections from the 
Writings of the Báb 

  
VOUCHSAFE unto me, O my 
God, the full measure of Thy 
love and Thy good-pleasure, and 
through the attractions of Thy 
resplendent light enrapture our 
hearts, O Thou Who art the 
Supreme Evidence and the All-
Glorified. Send down upon me, 
as a token of Thy grace, Thy 
vitalizing breezes, throughout 
the day-time and in the night 
season, O Lord of bounty.  
  
No deed have I done, O my 
God, to merit beholding Thy 
face, and I know of a certainty 
that were I to live as long as the 
world lasts I would fail to 
accomplish any deed such as to 
deserve this favour, inasmuch as 
the station of a servant shall 
ever fall short of access to Thy 
holy precincts, unless Thy 
bounty should reach me and Thy 
tender mercy pervade me and 
Thy loving-kindness encompass 
me.  
  
All praise be unto Thee, O Thou 
besides Whom there is none 
other God.  Graciously enable 
me to ascend unto Thee, to be 
granted the honor of dwelling in 

Thy nearness and to have 
communion with Thee alone.  No 
God is there but Thee.  
   

The Báb, Pages: 191-192 
 

Prayers and 
Meditations 

  
Many a chilled heart, O my God, 
hath been set ablaze with the 
fire of Thy Cause, and many a 
slumberer hath been wakened 
by the sweetness of Thy voice.  
How many are the strangers 
who have sought shelter 
beneath the shadow of the tree 
of Thy oneness, and how 
numerous the thirsty ones who 
have panted after the fountain of 
Thy living waters in Thy days!  
  
Blessed is he that hath set 
himself towards Thee, and 
hasted to attain the Day-Spring 
of the lights of Thy face.  
Blessed is he who with all his 
affections hath turned to the 
Dawning-Place of Thy 
Revelation and the Fountain-
Head of Thine inspiration.  
Blessed is he that hath 
expended in Thy path what Thou 
didst bestow upon him through 
Thy bounty and favor. Blessed is 
he who, in his sore longing after 
Thee, hath cast away all else 
except Thyself.  Blessed is he 
who hath enjoyed intimate 
communion with Thee, and rid 



 Bahá'í Prayers himself of all attachment to any 
one save Thee.    
  O God!  Refresh and gladden 

my spirit.  Purify my heart.  
Illumine my powers.  I lay all my 
affairs in Thy hand.  Thou art my 
Guide and my Refuge.  I will no 
longer be sorrowful and grieved; 
I will be a happy and joyful 
being.  O God!  I will no longer 
be full of anxiety, nor will I let 
trouble harass me.  I will not 
dwell on the unpleasant things of 
life.  

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by 
Him Who is Thy Name, Who, 
through the power of Thy 
sovereignty and might, hath 
risen above the horizon of His 
prison, to ordain for every one 
what becometh Thee and 
beseemeth Thine exaltation.  
  
Thy might, in truth, is equal to all 
things.  
    

 Bahá’u’lláh, Pages: 33-34 O God!  Thou art more friend to 
me than I am to myself.  I 
dedicate myself to Thee, O Lord.  

 

  
Abdu'l-Bahá, page 152 

 

PRAYER FOR AMERICA 
O Thou kind Lord! This gathering is turning to Thee. These hearts are 
radiant with Thy love. These minds and spirits are exhilarated by the 
message of Thy glad-tidings. 0 God! Let this American democracy 
become glorious in spiritual degrees even as it has aspired to material 
degrees, and render this just government victorious. Confirm this 
revered nation to upraise the standard of the oneness of humanity, to 
promulgate the Most Great Peace, to become thereby most glorious 
and praiseworthy among all the nations of the world. 0 God! This 
American nation is worthy of Thy favors and is deserving of Thy mercy. 
Make it precious and near to Thee through Thy bounty and bestowal. 

—Abdu’l-Bahá 


